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WELCOME TO HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH! 

 
We are glad you could be with us today, especially if you are visiting with us for the first 
time.   We look forward to meeting you and getting to know you. You can greet our pastor 
as you leave the sanctuary after services. Please stop by our Guest Welcome Center near 
the Fellowship Hall for more information.  We pray that you will consider becoming a part 

of our Holy Cross family.  Both members & visitors please complete the connection 

card in the pew pockets (or scan the QR code below to complete online). Place the card 
in the offering plate on your way out. NOTE: You can give online at our website or place 
in offering plates at back of sanctuary (we don’t pass plates). 
 

A WORD ABOUT COMMUNION   
The Lord's Supper is celebrated every 
Saturday and Sunday (except on 
FRIEND DAYS), and all festival services. 
Lutherans believe that our Lord’s Body 
and Blood are truly present “in, with and 
under” the bread and wine in the Supper 
and is given to us for the forgiveness of 
our sins and the strengthening of our 
faith.  All communicants should have 
been baptized in the name of the Triune 
God and have faith in these words of 
Jesus: "This IS my Body given for 
you…This IS my Blood shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins." Instruction on 
this and the Lutheran Church takes 
place through First Communion, 
Confirmation, and membership classes 
or meeting with the pastor. To inquire, 
contact the church office at your 
convenience. If you will not be receiving 
the Body and Blood of Christ, you may 
remain in your pew or come forward for a 
blessing by crossing your arms over your 
chest as a sign that you will not be 
receiving. Non-alcoholic white wine is 
located in the center of the individual 

cups tray.  Gluten-free wafers are 

packaged and placed in wafer bowl, 

indicate to server. 

 

              
 
 
 

 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP You may 
light a candle and enter the sanctuary in 
reverence, find a seat and take a moment 
to pray and be still. Please keep all social 
dialogue in the Narthex. 

 

FOR THE HEARING IMPAIRED We are 
equipped with a personal hearing 
assistance system. If you would like a 
receiver for the service, please see an 
usher.                    

 

WE CAN PRAY WITH YOU If you would 
like someone to pray for you or with you, 
the pastor, deacons or one of the Elders 
will join you at the Chancel rail following 
the worship service. 
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Ash Wednesday 

February 14, 2024 

Lutheran Service Book, Divine 1, page 151 

 

Welcome, Connection Card, and Announcements 

 

Address for Imposition of Ashes  
P ...Let us pray  

C Father in heaven, for the sake of Your beloved Son and in the power 

of the Holy Spirit, richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may 

come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and 

truth. 

 
Please be seated until the ushers excuse your row for receiving the sign of the 

cross in ashes. 
 

Hymn Sung During Imposition of Ashes  

                 “Savior, When in Dust to Thee” LSB 419 
 
1 Savior, when in dust to Thee 

Low we bow the_adoring knee; 
    When, repentant, to the skies 
    Scarce we lift our weeping eyes; 
O, by all Thy pains and woe 
Suffered once for us below, 
    Bending from Thy throne on high, 
    Hear our penitential cry! 

 
2 By Thy helpless infant years, 

By Thy life of want and tears, 
    By Thy days of deep distress 
    In the savage wilderness, 
By the dread, mysterious hour 
Of the_insulting tempter’s pow’r, 
    Turn, O turn a fav’ring eye; 
    Hear our penitential cry! 
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3 By Thine hour of dire despair, 
By Thine agony of prayer, 
    By the cross, the nail, the thorn, 
    Piercing spear, and torturing scorn, 
By the gloom that veiled the skies 
O’er the dreadful sacrifice, 
    Listen to our humble sigh; 
    Hear our penitential cry! 

 
4 By Thy deep expiring groan, 

By the sad sepulchral stone, 
    By the vault whose dark abode 
    Held in vain the rising God, 
O, from earth to heav’n restored, 
Mighty, reascended Lord, 
    Bending from Thy throne on high, 
    Hear our penitential cry! 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. (Matthew 28:19b) 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1John 1:8-9) 
 

Kneel if you are able. 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
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ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 

us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 

walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. (John 20:19-23) 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

Introit Psalm 57:1-3a 
P You have mercy on all, O Lord, 
  and abhor nothing you have made. 

C You look past the sins of men that they may repent. 

  You spare them all because you are our Lord, our God. 
P Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, 
  for in you my soul takes refuge; 

C in the shadow of your wings I will take refuge, 

  till the storms of destruction pass by. 
P I cry out to God Most High, 
  to God who fulfills his purpose for me. 

C He will send from heaven and save me. 

  God will send out his steadfast love and his faithfulness!  

All  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

   and to the Holy Spirit; 

  as it was in the beginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Kyrie ~ Lord, Have Mercy           (Mark 10:47) LSB page 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord.  
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P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P Let us pray. 
 Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and 

forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite 
hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we 
may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, 
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Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.   

   
 
Please be seated. 

 

Old Testament Reading Joel 2:12–19 
 
12“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with 
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 13and rend your hearts and not your 
garments.” Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. 14Who 
knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a 
grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD your God? 15Blow the trumpet in 
Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; 16gather the people. Consecrate 
the congregation; assemble the elders; gather the children, even nursing infants. 
Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her chamber. 17Between the 
vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep and say, 
“Spare your people, O LORD, and make not your heritage a reproach, a byword 
among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their 
God?’” 18Then the LORD became jealous for his land and had pity on his people. 
19The LORD answered and said to his people, “Behold, I am sending to you grain, 
wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; and I will no more make you a reproach 
among the nations.” 
  
R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem (7:00 pm)              “Create In Me A Clean Heart” Holy Cross Choir 

 

Epistle 2 Peter 1:2-11 
 
2May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus 
our Lord.  3His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and 
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excellence, 4by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, 
so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 5For this 
very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue 
with knowledge, 6and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with 
steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7and godliness with brotherly 
affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8For if these qualities are yours and 
are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted 
that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former 
sins. 10Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and 
election sure, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. 11For in this 
way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
  
R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand if you are able. 

 

Gospel Acclamation  LSB page 157 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

 
  
1[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in 
order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who 
is in heaven.  2“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, 
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be 
praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 3But when 
you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is 
doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret 
will reward you. 5“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For 
they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they 
may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 6But 
when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who 
is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. . . . 
16“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure 
their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have 
received their reward. 17But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 
18that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. 
And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 19“Do not lay up for 
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves 
break in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  
 
 
Please be seated. 
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Hymn of the Day          ” O Christ, You Walked the Road” LSB 424 

 
1 O Christ, You walked the road 

    Our wand’ring feet must go. 
You faced with us temptation’s pow’r 
    And fought our ancient foe. 

 
2 No bread of earth alone 

    Can fill our hung’ring hearts. 
Lord, help us seek Your living Word, 
    The food Your grace imparts. 

 
3 No blinding sign we ask, 

    No wonder from above. 
Lord, help us place our trust alone 
    In Your unswerving love. 

 
4 When lures of easy gain 

    With promise brightly shine, 
Lord, help us seek Your kingdom first; 
    Our wills with Yours align. 

 
5 O Christ, You walked the road 

    Our wand’ring feet must go. 
Stay with us through temptation’s hour 
    To fight our ancient foe. 

 
Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002771 

 

Sermon                
 
Please stand if you are able. 
 

Nicene Creed LSB page 158 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 
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 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 

with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and 

for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified 

also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the 

third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 

into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come 

again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 

kingdom will have no end. 

  

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 
Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. In Your 
abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions for the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, who was crucified for our sins and raised for our justification. 
Preserve the proclamation of His cross among us, and guard Your Church 
from every false teaching that might delight our desires but leave us lost in 
our iniquity. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Look graciously on Your Church, and preserve the Gospel among us. 

Renew us in this penitential season to strive against the desires of the 
flesh, to grow in the joy of Your salvation, and to look in love and service 
toward our neighbors, especially those of the household of faith. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 
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C hear our prayer. 
  
P Look graciously on the families of our congregation. Defend Your holy 

estate of marriage against every enemy that would divide. Strengthen 
parents for their duties, especially bringing up their children in the fear and 
instruction of the Lord, and preserve us all faithful to the end. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Behold in mercy all who are sick, who suffer and who rejoice. Be with all 

expectant mothers, all whose work is dangerous, the unemployed, those 
near death and those who mourn. Comfort us who are dust and must 
return to dust with the promise that a broken and contrite heart You will 
not despise. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Grant us repentance at the Lord’s table. Let us recognize the enormity of 

our sins by the measure of Your abundant pardon by the sacrifice of 
Christ, our Savior. Grant us faith to eat and drink His true body and blood 
worthily and to learn from Him to love our neighbor. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Bless us, heavenly Father, on this holy day of repentance. As we enter the 

season of Lent, let us hold fast to Your Word. Teach us to die to self and 
serve You faithfully throughout this mortal life, until at last You bring us 
with the blessed saints into Your presence forevermore; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Offertory LSB page 159 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Preface LSB page 162 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil 
and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might 
be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and singing: 

 

Sanctus LSB page 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh 
to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 
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salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and 
His blood on the cross. 

  
 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 

Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in 
His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the 
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB page 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 
and said: “Take, eat; this is My † body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

  
 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 

given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 
the new testament in My † blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini LSB page 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 
Please be seated 
 

Distribution Hymn        “There Is a Balm in Gilead” LSB 749 

 

Refrain There is a balm in Gilead 
    To make the wounded whole; 
There is a balm in Gilead 
    To heal the sin-sick soul. 

 
1 Sometimes I feel discouraged 

    And think my work’s in vain, 
But then the Holy Spirit 
    Revives my soul again. Refrain 
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2 If you cannot preach like Peter, 
    If you cannot pray like Paul, 
You can tell the love of Jesus 
    And say He died for all. Refrain 

 
3 Don’t ever feel discouraged, 

    For Jesus is your friend; 
And if you lack for knowledge, 

    He’ll ne’er refuse to lend. Refrain 
 
Please stand if you are able. 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB page 165 
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Post-Communion Collect LSB page 166 
P Let us pray. 
 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we 
ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve 
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
 

Benediction LSB page 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 

 
 

Closing Hymn               “Lord Jesus, Think on Me” LSB 610 
 
1 Lord Jesus, think on me 

    And purge away my sin; 
From worldly passions set me free 
    And make me pure within. 

 
2 Lord Jesus, think on me, 

    By anxious thoughts oppressed; 
Let me Your loving servant be 
    And taste Your promised rest. 
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3 Lord Jesus, think on me 
    Amid the battle’s strife; 
In all my pain and misery, 
    O be my health and life! 

 
4 Lord Jesus, think on me 

    Nor let me go astray; 
Through darkness and perplexity 
    Point out Your chosen way. 

 
5 Lord Jesus, think on me 

    That, when this life is past, 
I may the_eternal brightness see 
    And share Your joy at last. 
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