
 

1 

WELCOME TO HOLY CROSS! 
 

We are glad you could be with us today, especially if you are visiting with us for the first time.   
We look forward to meeting you and getting to know you.  It is our hope that as you worship 
with us today our triune God will come to you through His Word and inspire you upwards in 
your life.  Please stop by our Guest Welcome Center for more information and a free gift.  
We pray that you will consider becoming a part of our Holy Cross family.  Both members & 
visitors please complete the connection card in the pew pockets or scan the QR code 
below.  You may place the card in the offering plate on your way out. 
 
 
A WORD ABOUT COMMUNION  The 
Lord's Supper is celebrated at Holy Cross 
on the 1st and 3rd Sundays, and all 
festival Sundays. Lutherans believe that 
our Lord’s Body and Blood are truly 
present “in, with and under” the bread and 
wine in the Supper and is given to us for 
the forgiveness of our sins and the 
strengthening of our faith.  All 
communicants should have 
been baptized in the name of the Triune 
God and have faith in these words of 
Christ: "This is my Body given for you. this 
This my Blood shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins." Instruction in this and 
the Lutheran Church takes place through 
First Communion, Confirmation, and 
membership classes or examination with 
the pastor. If you have not received 
instruction, contact the church office at 
your convenience. If you will not be 
receiving the Sacrament, you may remain 
in your pew or come forward for a blessing 
by crossing your arms over your chest as 
a sign that you will not be receiving. Non-
alcoholic white wine is located in the 
center of the individual cups tray.  Gluten-
free wafers are available, please 
request. 
 

              
SURVEY QUESTION 
Thinking back to your childhood, what was 
your favorite Halloween treat?  
 
A.  
B.  
C.  
D.  
 
ENTER FOR WORSHIP   Upon entering 
the sanctuary please close the door 
behind you, and find a seat.  After you are 
seated, please use this time to prepare 
yourself for worship. 
 
FOR THE HEARING IMPAIRED  We are 
equipped with a personal hearing 
assistance system. If you would like a 
receiver for the service, please see an 
usher.                    
 
WE CAN PRAY WITH YOU  If you are in 
need of someone to pray for you the 
Elders will be at the Chancel rail following 
the worship service. 
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The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
October 22, 2023 

Lutheran Service Book, Office of Matins, page 219 

Prelude        
 

Welcome, Connection Card/Survey Announcements and 
Sharing of the Peace 

 
Stand if you are able. 
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PSALMODY 

 

 
 
Venite ~ O Come, Let Us Sing LSB page 220 
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Please be seated. 

READINGS 
 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 45:1–7 
 
1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped, 
to subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of kings, to open doors 
before him that gates may not be closed: 2“I will go before you and level the 
exalted places, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars 
of iron, 3I will give you the treasures of darkness and the hoards in secret places, 
that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your 
name. 4For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by 
your name, I name you, though you do not know me. 5I am the LORD, and there is 
no other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, though you do not know me, 
6that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is 
none besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no other. 7I form light and create 
darkness, I make well-being and create calamity, I am the LORD, who does all 
these things.” 
 
R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Epistle 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10 
 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  Grace to you and peace.  
2We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our 
prayers, 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of 



 

5 

love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers 
loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our gospel came to you not only 
in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You 
know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you 
became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much 
affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all 
the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For not only has the word of the Lord 
sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone 
forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. 9For they themselves report 
concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to 
God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to 
come. 
 
R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Holy Gospel Matthew 22:15–22 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
15Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] in his talk. 16And 
they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we 
know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care 
about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. 17Tell us, then, 
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of 
their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin 
for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20And Jesus said to them, “Whose 
likeness and inscription is this?” 21They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, 
“Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things 
that are God’s.” 22When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went 
away. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Office Hymn                           “Christ Be My Leader” LSB 861 
 
1 Christ be my Leader by night as by day; 

Safe through the darkness, for He is the way. 
Gladly I follow, my future His care, 
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 

 
2 Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth, 

Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth. 
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand, 
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand. 

 
3 Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; 

Death cannot hold me, for He is the life. 
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain 
Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign. 

 
Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002771 

 
 
Sermon 
 
 
Offertory Prayer 
 
 
Prayer of the Church       
 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs.   
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 God of all truth, from the rising of the sun to its setting, You make known 
Your salvation in Christ. Bless fathers and mothers as they teach their 
children Your Word and Your ways. Let them know that there is no God 
besides You and so rejoice in Your faithfulness. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Heavenly Father, uphold the authorities of our nation in wisdom and 

integrity, that we might live in peace with a good conscience. Grant that 
they would make salutary use of the taxes we render, and lead us to 
recognize them as Your instruments, honoring them as You command. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P O Lord, our help comes from You, who made heaven and earth. You 

preserve our life. Have mercy on [_____________ and] all who are 
afflicted. Keep them from all evil and shade them from all harm. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P True and living God, You have turned us from idols to serve You and live. 

As we await Your Son’s return in glory, grant that we would faithfully 
receive Him at this altar with repentance and joy. through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

CANTICLE 
 
Te Deum   We Praise You, O God LSB page 223 
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PRAYER 
 
 
Kyrie  ~  Lord, Have Mercy LSB page 227 

 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer     (from Matthew 6:9-13) LSB page227 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
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who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
Collects 

 

 
 
 
Collect of the Day          
P O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that with 

You as our ruler and guide we may so pass through things temporal that 
we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Collect for Grace LSB page 228 
P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have 

safely brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with 
Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run 
into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your 
governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 
 
Benedicamus     (from Psalm 103:1) 
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Benediction        (from 2 Corinthians 13:14) 
P The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 
 
Closing Hymn          “Come, Thow Fount of Every Blessing” LSB 686 
 
1 Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, 

    Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
    Call for songs of loudest praise. 
While the hope of endless glory 
    Fills my heart with joy and love, 
Teach me ever to adore Thee; 
    May I still Thy goodness prove. 

 
2 Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

    Hither by Thy help I’ve come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 
    Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
    Wand’ring from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
    Interposed His precious blood. 

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
    Daily I’m constrained to be; 



 

12 

Let that grace now like a fetter 
    Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
    Prone to leave the God I love. 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 
    Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
4 Oh, that day when freed from sinning, 

    I shall see Thy lovely face; 
Clothed then in the blood-washed linen, 
    How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace! 
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; 
    Take my ransom’d soul away; 
Send Thine angels soon to carry 
    Me to realms of endless day. 
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