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                 WELCOME TO HOLY CROSS! 

 
We are glad you could be with us today, especially if you are 
visiting with us for the first time.   We look forward to meeting 
you and getting to know you.  It is our hope that as you worship 
with us today our triune God will come to you through His Word 
and inspire you upwards in your life.  Please stop by our Guest 
Welcome Center for more information and a free gift.  We pray 
that you will consider becoming a part of our Holy Cross family.  

Both members & visitors please complete the attendance cards in the pew 

pockets.  You may place the card in the offering plate as you walk out of the sanctuary. 

 

 

FOR THE HEARING IMPAIRED 
We are equipped with a personal hearing 
assistance system. If you would like a 
receiver for the service, please see an 
usher.                    

 

ELDER ASSISTANCE 
If you are in need of someone to pray for 
you or want someone to pray with you, 
the Elders will be at the Chancel rail 
following the worship service. 

 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY PACKETS 
Please ask an usher before the service to 
give your child an activity packet of 
crayons and activity sheets for use during 
the worship service.  Please return the 
baggie and crayons following the service.  
The activity sheets may be kept by your 
child. 

 

CELL PHONES 
Prior to the beginning of the service, we 
would appreciate your checking your cell 
phone to make sure it is turned off or in 
the silent/vibrate mode. 

 

 

 

A WORD ABOUT COMMUNION 
The Lord's Supper is celebrated at Holy 
Cross on the first and third Sundays, and 
at all festival Sundays.  Lutherans 
believe that our Lord’s body and blood 
are truly present “in, with and under” the 
elements of bread and wine in the 
Supper and is given to us for the 
forgiveness of our sins and the 
strengthening of our faith.  We invite to 
the Lord’s Table those who have been 

baptized in the name of the Triune God 

and who have been instructed and 

believe in this confession.  If you will not 
be receiving the sacrament, it is 
acceptable for you to remain in your pew 
when your row is invited forward.  If you 
wish to come forward for a blessing, we 
ask that you keep your hands folded and 
your head bowed as a sign that you will 
not be receiving the elements. Both 
common cup and individual cup are 
offered. For those who prefer, we offer 
non-alcoholic communion wine.  The 
non-alcoholic white wine is individual cup 
only and located in the center of the 
individual cup tray.   
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Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 

February 12, 2023 

Lutheran Service Book, Office of Morning Prayer, page 235 

 

Prelude                “Here I Am Lord” Marie Metcalfe, flute 

 

Opening Hymn            “Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing” LSB 691 
 
1 Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s sowing, 

    May we ripen and increase, 
Fruit to life eternal growing, 
    Rich in love and joy and peace. 

 
2 Laden branches freely bearing 

    Gifts the Giver loves to bless; 
Here is fruit that grows by sharing, 
    Patience, kindness, gentleness. 

 
3 Rooted deep in Christ our Master, 

    Christ our pattern and our goal, 
Teach us, as the years fly faster, 
    Goodness, faith, and self-control. 

 
4 Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s tending, 

    May we grow till harvests cease; 
Till we taste, in life unending, 
    Heaven’s love and joy and peace. 

 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002771 

 

Versicles LSB page 235 
P O Lord, open my lips, 
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PSALMODY 
 
P Give glory to God, our light and our life. 

 
 

Venite LSB page 220 
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P Give glory to God, our light and our life. 

 
 

Psalm 119:1–8 
1Blessèd are those whose way is blameless, 

 who walk in the law of the LORD! 
2Blessèd are those who keep his testimonies, 

 who seek him with their whole heart, 
3who also do no wrong, 

 but walk in his ways! 
4You have commanded your precepts 

 to be kept diligently. 
5Oh that my ways may be steadfast 

 in keeping your statutes! 
6Then I shall not be put to shame, 

 having my eyes fixed on all your commandments. 
7I will praise you with an upright heart, 

 when I learn your just and righteous decrees. 
8I will keep your statutes; 

 do not utterly forsake me! 
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READINGS 
 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 30:15–20 
 
R A reading from Deuteronomy, chapter 30. 
 
15“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16If you obey the 
commandments of the LORD your God that I command you today, by loving the 
LORD your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and 
his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your 
God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 17But 
if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship 
other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. 
You shall not live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and 
possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set 
before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and 
your offspring may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and 
holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in 
the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, 
to give them.” 
 
R O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Anthem         “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” Holy Cross Handbells 

 

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 3:1–9 
 
R A reading from 1 Corinthians, chapter 3. 
 
1But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the 
flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not 
ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For 
while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and 
behaving only in a human way? 4For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, 



8 

“I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human? 
5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as 
the Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 
7So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives 
the growth. 8He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his 
wages according to his labor. 9For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s 
field, God’s building. 
 
R O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 5:21–37 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the fifth chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
21[Jesus said:] “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not 
murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that 
everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults 
his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable 
to the hell of fire. 23So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember 
that your brother has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the 
altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your 
gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to 
court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, 
and you be put in prison. 26Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you 
have paid the last penny. 
27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to 
you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear 
it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than 
that your whole body be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to 
sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members 
than that your whole body go into hell. 
31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of 
divorce.’ 32But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the 
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ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery. And whoever marries a 
divorced woman commits adultery. 
33“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear 
falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 34But I say to you, Do 
not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the 
earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 
36And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or 
black. 37Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes 
from evil.” 
 
R In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 

prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

Hymn of the Day            “Built on the Rock” LSB 645 
 
1 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand 

    Even when steeples are falling. 
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land; 
    Bells still are chiming and calling, 
Calling the young and old to rest, 
But above all the souls distressed, 
    Longing for rest everlasting. 

 
2 Surely in temples made with hands 

    God, the Most High, is not dwelling; 
High above earth His temple stands, 
    All earthly temples excelling. 
Yet He who dwells in heav’n above 
Chooses to live with us in love, 
    Making our bodies His temple. 

 
3 We are God’s house of living stones, 

    Built for His own habitation. 
He through baptismal grace us owns 
    Heirs of His wondrous salvation. 
Were we but two His name to tell, 
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Yet He would deign with us to dwell 
    With all His grace and His favor. 

 
4 Here stands the font before our eyes, 

    Telling how God has received us. 
The_altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice 
    And what His Supper here gives us. 
Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim 
Christ yesterday, today, the same, 
    And evermore, our Redeemer. 

 
5 Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, 

    That, when the church bells are ringing, 
Many in saving faith may come 
    Where Christ His message is bringing: 
“I know My own; My own know Me. 
You, not the world, My face shall see. 
    My peace I leave with you. Amen.” 

 

 

Sermon                    “Growth of God” 1 Corinthians 3:1–9 
 

CANTICLE 
 
Stand 
 

Benedictus Sung by Holy Cross Choir 
 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; He has come to His people and 
redeemed them. He has raised up for us a mighty Savior, born of the house of 
His servant David. Through His holy prophets He promised of old that He would 
save us from our enemies, from the hands of all who hate us. He promised to 
show mercy to our fathers and to remember His holy covenant. This was the oath 
He swore to our father Abraham: to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
free to worship Him without fear, holy and righteous in His sight all the days of 
our life. You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will 
go before the Lord to prepare His way, to give His people knowledge of salvation 
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by the forgiveness of their sins. In the tender compassion of our God, the dawn 
from on high shall break upon us to shine on those who dwell in darkness and 
the shadow of death and to guide our feet into the way of peace. Glory be to the 
Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever. Amen. 
 
 

PRAYER 
 
Kneel/Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 
 
Almighty God, the seas roar and the rivers clap their hands because You come 
to judge the earth. Receive our thanks that You declare us righteous by water 
and the Word, and grant that we would live in that baptismal grace until You 

come in glory. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Heavenly Father, You make us Your children in Baptism and desire that we grow 
and mature in the faith. Bless pastors, teachers, parents and all who teach Your 
Word, and give us a constant desire to hear and obey it. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, You condemn unrighteous anger even as You command, “You 
shall not murder.” You have poured out Your righteous anger on Your Son at the 
cross, that we might be reconciled to You. Where there is division, move us to 
repent and seek reconciliation with one another so that we might live in peace. 

Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of life, You condemn sexually impure thoughts even as You command, “You 
shall not commit adultery.” Deliver us from lustful thoughts and defend us from 
the temptations of pornography, that we may lead a sexually pure and decent life 

in what we say and do. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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O God, the Author of truth, You command us, “You shall not swear falsely.” Give 
us faith to acknowledge Your Word and, by Your strength, do what You 

command. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord of all, You judge the peoples in righteousness and equity. Give wisdom to 
our nation’s authorities, preserve us from unjust division and cause us to love 

one another. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, our God, You are our life and our length of days. Sustain and strengthen 
those who suffer sickness and affliction, [especially _____________,] and 
comfort all who mourn [especially _____________] with the promise of 

everlasting life in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, You give growth to the Church by Your Holy Word and 
Sacraments. Preserve Your people from the wisdom of the world, which creates 
division and follows after the winds of the age. Unite the Church in a common 

confession of Your truth. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give 
all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

 

Collect of the Day 
P Let us pray. 
 O Lord, graciously hear the prayers of Your people that we who justly 

suffer the consequence of our sin may be mercifully delivered by Your 
goodness to the glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

 

Collect for Grace LSB page 241 
P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have 

safely brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with 
Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run 
into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your 
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governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 
 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Stand 
 

Benedicamus 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

 
 
 

Benediction 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the † Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

bless and preserve you. 
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Closing Hymn           “On What Has Now Been Sown” LSB 921 
 
1 On what has now been sown 

    Thy blessing, Lord, bestow; 
The pow’r is Thine alone 
    To make it sprout and grow. 
Do Thou in grace the harvest raise, 
And Thou alone shalt have the praise! 

 
2 To Thee our wants are known, 

    From Thee are all our pow’rs; 
Accept what is Thine own 
    And pardon what is ours. 
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive, 
And to Thy Word a blessing give. 

 
3 O grant that each of us, 

    Now met before Thee here, 
May meet together thus 
    When Thou and Thine appear 
And follow Thee to heav’n, our home. 
E’en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acknowledgments 
Morning Prayer from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English 
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 
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THE SUNDAY HERALD  
February 13 -19, 2023 

MONDAY 
AA  7:00pm 

TUESDAY 
Church Council 7:00pm 
TOPS  8:30am & 6:00pm 

WEDNESDAY 
Deadline for March Newsletter 

THURSDAY 
Prayer Group 3:00pm 
Bells  6:30pm 
Choir  7:30pm 
MOM Group 7:00pm

 

FRIDAY 
Bulletin Assembly 10:00am 

SATURDAY 

Transfiguration Weekend 
Scrapbook Workshop 9:00am 
Communion Worship 5:30pm 

SUNDAY 

Transfiguration Sunday 
Sunday School and 
     Adult Bible Class 9:00am 
Communion Worship 10:00am 
 

 

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 
Old Testament Reading:  Exodus 24:8-18 

Epistle:  2 Peter 1:16-21 
Holy Gospel:  Matthew 17:1-9 

 

 

ABOUT THE COVER 
The Lord has used many servants for 
planting and watering to tend to the 
blossoming faith of His people.  But we 
would be mistaken to place greater 
significance on them than is owed.  Only 
God gives the growth.  It is a humbling and 
freeing reality at the same time.  Because 
all depends upon Him, He alone ought to 
be praised! 
 

TELLERS NEEDED 
We are in need of additional tellers to 
count offering on Sundays.  The  

 
commitment is about 32 – 40 hours for the 
year.  No teller experience needed.  If you 
would like to be part of the Sunday fun, 
please reach out to Denise Vandenberghe 
at 248-320-6704.  Thank you. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

EASTER EGG HUNT 
Saturday April 8th the Sunday School will 
be hosting, and Easter egg hunt and we 
need your help. We will be collecting 
plastic eggs and candy to fill the eggs. 
Donations can be dropped in the basket 
outside the Sunday School office. Please 



 

make sure the candy is wrapped and is 
small enough to fit inside the plastic eggs. 
We appreciate your support If you have 
any questions please talk to Laurel 
Clemons.  
 

FEBRUARY 22 IS ASH WEDNESDAY 

AND THE BEGINNING OF LENT 
Come and prepare yourselves for Jesus’ 
death and resurrection.  The Imposition of 
Ashes and Holy Communion will be 
offered at 7:00 pm.  Lenten Worship will 
be Wednesdays thru March 29, with a 
worship service each week at 7:00 pm and 
quiet communion will be offered after each 
worship service. Deacon Tony’s sermon 
series theme is “This is Love”. Join us for 
dinner before the worship service at 5:30 
pm. The schedule is listed below. 
  

LENTEN SUPPERS 
2/22 – Sloppy Joes 

 (Ladies Guild & Car Club) 
3/1 – Salad Bar (Evangelism Ministry) 
3/8 – Pizza & Salad (Sunday School) 
3/15 – Irish Stew topped with mashed 
potatoes, salad & rolls (Choir/Bells) 

3/22 – Chili, Hotdogs, corn bread & Salad 
(Church Council) 

3/29 – Penne pasta with meat sauce or 
alfredo, bread & salad 
 (Mark & Cinda Coon) 

 
All meals are from 5:30 - 6:30 pm.  A free- 
will donation is collected.  Come and join 
us for good food and fellowship!    

 

THANK YOU! 
Dear Members of Holy Cross, Just wanted 
to let my family and friends at Holy Cross 

that I’m home and doing well and just 
wanted to thank everyone for their 
prayers.  I really need the prayers. I’d also 
like to thank all the friends who sent my 
husband food while I was gone.  We 
received some very delicious food. 
Chicken and dumplings, meat loaf, chili, 
soups lemon rice & beef barely.  I’m doing 
so much better since I’m home.  My 
daughter came in from the south to take 
care of me.  I’m hoping to be able to get 
back to church soon.  Love you all and 
thank you all so much for everything, the 
prayers, the phone calls, food, visits and 
gifts.  I will always remember your 
kindness.  Love, Mary Hintze 
 

FOG (FAMILY OF GOD) 
Our next scheduled Lunch Bag Project is 
March 12th and Rev. Hanna's group will 
be handling this. We need a driver for 
delivery - could you help with this?  All 
items need to be there by 2ish on Sunday 
- perhaps you would enjoy a meal in 
Mexican town afterwards.  Call Roberta 
(586-457-8135) if you can help or have 
other questions. 

 

PASTOR RON OFFICE HOURS 
Great news Pastor Ron now has office 
hours, Tuesday’s from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm.  
If you would like to meet with him during 
his office hours, please call the church 
office or Pastor Ron’s cell phone 810-542-
4454 to schedule an appointment.  If you 
have an urgent or immediate need for 
pastoral care, please do not hesitate to 
call his cell phone. 
 
 


